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WARNING!

This book is printed in the Japanese reading direction:
from right to left.

That means that right now, you're at the end of the book.
Turn it over, and follow the box guide.

Enjoy!
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SYNAPSE is my first Manga, it was a beautiful enriching experience.

For that, | want to thank my teacher Kaori YOSHIKAWA

for telling me about this great opportunity.

| thank Céline COLOMBIER-MAFFRE, Fondation [psen

and its team for giving birth to this project.

| thank Céline BONNAIRE, whose knowledge

helped me to enrich the project.

| thank my family for supporting and encouraging me

during all these years.

Finally, | would like to thank my friends and colleagues, including Camille,
who allowed me to carry out my project by helping me to arrange my schedule.
Future reader, | thank you in advance for your interest in Synapse,

and | would be delighted to welcome you to my page
https.//fr-fr.facebook.com/karasept/

- Kara7



ABSO-
Y LuTeELY HA HA HA, AFTER THE
NOT! T MAKE you'Ingggoms EXAMS, WE'RE
AT REIK'S.
SURE THAT REIK o e

KAZE!

YES! BUT
WE'RE NOT
STAYING

ARE You

KAZE, T'LL

5 IMPORTANT...
MY REALITY.
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HARHFUL
SINAFSE!

DONT 70dcH
MY STNAFSEY!

NEW SAFETY
STANDARDS WERE
PUT IN PLACE,
WHICH EASED
TENSIONS.

Al
ADDICTIVE!

AS FOR THE VIRTUAL
GAME,; FOLLOWING THE
ANGER OF PART OF
THE POPULATION IN
PARALLEL WITH THOSE
WHO DEFEND THE
GAME,; A COMPROMISE

NG 1S HAS BEEN FOUND.

OUR PLEASURE

THE GAIE DEVELOPS
one sts

DESPITE THE
UNFORTUNATE PAST
INCIDENT, THE
GAME ENJOYED
UNPRECEDENTED
SUCCESS SINCE ITS
REINTRODUCTION.




Z WAs so
AFRAZD FOR
solu

/77

vee

A FEW DAYS LATER...

I THINK OUR
SUPPORT AND THE
FACT THAT HE SAVED US
FROM THE VIRUS GAVE
HIM CONFIDENCE...

WE CAME BACK TO
CLASS NORMALLY
5 AND REIK 5

4]  FINALLY WITH us

THIS REIK
HAS THE

REIK NO e e
LONGER LIES FAMOUS
TO HIMSELF.

HE'S NOT
PERFECT; BUT

HE IS WHAT

HE I5.







KAZE, LISTEN! I

AM YOUR MASTER

AND YOU ARE MY
SERVANT AND YOUR

TO MINE, DON'

FORGET THAT!




WE HAVE

1 ToHELP %
\ THEM!! BUT W

\ WE'RE DTS- : -
CONNEC- h

THERE IS
NOT MUCH
TIME LEFT

IS HE GOING
TO ABANDON
THE GIRL
z

y GOODBYE
MONSTERS

WHAT IS HE
GOING TO




WE'RE ALMOST
THERE, I SEE IT,
THE EXIT IS AT

BUTZ!
HOW CAN YOU SEE
ITZ THERE ARE
ONLY TREES IN
FRONT OF Us!

Reik has acquired many skills in
mental rotation, which allow him to
see quickly at 360 degrees and he

also manages to only select the most
relevant information and not pay
attention to the excess.

LOOK, KAZE!
THAT'S THE WAY

ONE MORE {
STEP, LITTLE
ONE, AND
YOU CAN SAY
GOODBYE TO
YOUR FRIEND!




WAIT A
MINUTE.

NO;,
THERE'S NO

THE VIRUS HAS
LOST Us! THE
EXIT IS IN
THE OPPOSITE
DIRECTION!
IT IS IN THE
DIRECTION OF




77 -
A LNICORN.THAT COMES WHY DOES THE VIRUS
OUT OF NOWHERE. 4 _ po THISZ

£ =y
“PA.
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IZZLE", WHY BLIND USF S
: ANT LS TO SEEZ 73
e

A STGNALLING
ARROW <
Z/z




WALH!!
LOOK;

WHY HAS
THE SCENERY
RADICALLY
CHANGEDZ

%} | “ );

i (NWZl N 2
S 23832

IT'S 50
MAGICAL
HERE THAT
WE'RE ONLY
MISSING A

UNICORN!

THE VIRUS
PLAYING ATZ
WHY THIS
FAIRLY-TALE
SETTINGZ
IT HAS No-
THING TO
DO WITH

\!




I PERFECTLY REMEMBER
THE CONFIGURATION OF
THE GAME BEFORE THE
VIRUS ARRIVED. THERE
ARE ELEMENTS THAT

HAVE BEEN ADPDED TO
DECEIVE US.

FASCINATING! REIK COULP
SEE THROLIGH THE SCENERY. ..

HE SPENT 50 MUCH,

TIME IN THIS GAME
THAT HE ALMOST /
BECAME EXTRALLICENT:

= THE VIRUS
linl EXAGGERATES
WITH IT7S
TLLUSTONS
Eur...

THE SCENERY
PROBABLY
HAS A
FLAW.




T DON'T SEE

A ANSTHING
STRANGE AT

ALL! BUT

CAN'T You
SEE IT'S AN
ILLUSIONZ




REIK, A
SHELTER
STILL
INTACT

you SAW!
THESE
MONSTERS
SERVE THE
VIRUS!

WHAT ARE
You WAITING
FORZ




I'M OKAY, DON'T
WORRY, My REAL
BODY CAN'T STAND
THE PACE OF THE
GAME I IMPOSED
ON IT. I'M GOING
TO USE MY LAST
STRENGTH TO

\.“__1 o1,

THIS PIRATE OR THIS
"WIRUS" NO MATTER WHAT
HE IS, I NOTICED HE'S
GOING AFTER THE SHELTERS.
BUT THERE ARE SOME
FOUNDATIONS OF THE GAME
THAT ARE IMPOSSIBLE TO

REMOVE.

AND THAT MUST
BE "THE EXIT"!
BUT THE VIRUS
| PROBABLY KNOWS

=

LET'S FIND N\ </ . /4 N %

- IT AND IS
THE EXIT "\ LOOKING FOR
BEFORE IT Too.
THE VIRUS




- THIS IS THE: |
FIRST TIME
I'VE EVER SEEN
REIK LIKE THIS.
S0 FRAGILE
AND FULL OF
DouBTS...

. THIS REIK LOOKS MORE.LIKE
THE. ONE I FOLND LYING ON. .

..IN THIS GAME

THE STORIES ARE

PREDEFINED; THE

OBSTACLES ARE KNOWN IN

ADVANCE; T HAVE MANAGED
TO MASTER ALL THE
FACETS OF THE GAME.

YOU'RE AMONG THE
BEST PLAYERS OF THE
MOMENT! AND I THINK

YOU'VE PROBABLY

ACQUIRED SKILLS

THROUGH THE GAMES
THAT CAN SAVE US FROM
BEING LOCKED UP.

LOOK, REIK,
EVEN IF you
CHEATED
SOMETIMES,
I THINK you
UNDERESTIMATE

YOURSELF

THOSE GOOD
ANSWERS YOU WERE
GIVING; ALL THAT
WASN'T CHEATING.
AND THIS GAME,
EVEN IF THE COURSE
IS KNOWN IN
ADVANCE,; NOTHING
PREDESTINED YOU TO

SUCCEED!

BERZ YOUR
SPEECHES
IN CLASS




OF ALL OF U5,
YOU'RE THE ONE
WHO HAD A
PRETTY BRIL-

I HAVE ALWAYS LTANT RUN.

MADE SURE TO

you EVEN
GET THE BEST HAD A DTS-
RESULTS...TI... TINCTION
"TEVEN... I AT THE
CHEATED OC- EVEN... éesssc:f
CASIONALLY
TO ALWAYS
BE AT THE
TOP! NOT TO
DISAPPOINT
THOSE
AROUND ME
SINCE T WAS

A CHILD.

Y- SON; YOU ARE A GIFTED KT
R MOTHER IS SO PROUD OF .Y
DON'T DISAPOINT HER,

S

REIK, .YOU HAVE A GIFT! A GREAT
DESTINY. AWAITS YoU; You MusT I'VE BEEN
LIVE UP TO IT! UNDER
PRESSURE FOR
A LONG TIME,
FIRST FROM MY
PARENTS AND
THEN FROM MY
TEACHERS

AND EVEN
FROM MY
FRIENDS ALL

THIS TIME.

I KEEP UP
APPEARANCES
NOT TO BE TAKEN
OTHERWISE

IN A SOCIETY

FORGIVE ME, WHERE ONLY
KAZE... IT'S MY EXCELLENCE
FAULT IF WE'RE COUNTS! T

CARRY TOO MUCH
WEIGHT, I CAN NO
LONGER SATISFY
EVERYONE'S EX-
PECTATIONS.

STUCK HERE. T'LL
FAIL THE EXAMS
ANYWAY




ALL OUR .
ADVISORS ARE
CURRENTLY BUSY.
PLEASE TRY
AGAIN LATER. OUR
SERVICES THANK
YOU FOR YOUR

.

CAN you TELL
ME WHAT'S
GOING ON WITH
YOUZ WHY ARE
YOoU WASTING
YOUR LIFE!Z

IS IT THE
EXAMS THAT
ARE STRESSING
you#z I DON'T
UNDERSTAND. .,

STAY
STRONG
you TWO..,




KAZE IS RIGHT;
T REALLY HAVE A BIG
PROBLEM, MY BLINPNESS FOR THIS |
GAME KEPT ME AWAY FROM REALITY...

REIK’S APPARTMENT




HAVE A BI6

ALL YOl CARE
ABoUT TS YouR
SlUESCRIBERS







OKAY!!

e e—

KAZE IS
| RIGHT!

GOODBYE
SUBSCRIBERS
1"

N
Wz
oy

HA! HA! HA!

you ARE
CONDEMNED
TO HELL! HAVE
FUN
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DEAREST
PLAYERS,
LET ME
INTRODUCE
MYSELF, T AM
THE VIRUS
[}

AS MASTER OF 1/
THE GAME, X as voue
I SPELL i< NOTICED; T HAVE
THE END OF { .. \ CONTROL OF THIs |-
RIVILEGES . 3 /"- 1 VIRTUAL WORLD!

THIS VIRUS | ~
IS STRONG.

i i




KAZE, WHAT
HAVE You
DONE

Dq; 'TIqEATI‘E‘!
L

KAZE, YOU
SUCK!




rol
zoN'T
| REALZZE
How 24n-
GEROL/S

AND IT'S
A DREAM
OPPORTUNITY.
I WON'T HAVE
THE OTHER
PLAYERS IN
THE WAY.

DON’T LISTEN
TO HERACE

& /.

SORRY
KAZE BUT WE'RE
STAYING. MY
SUBSCRIBERS
ARE COUNTING




YOU CRAZY OR ||
WHATLL!
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N

LOVE YOU

COME ON KAZE!!
LET'S TAKE THIS
OPPORTUNITY TO
GET SOME

POINTS!

WHAT ARE
You DOING




IF YOl EXCEEP
GO MINUTES,
YOU MAY BE
PERMANENTLY
BLOCKED TN THE
GAME.

THAT'S WEIRD,
WE NEVER
HEAR IT

Z ANNOUNCE
THAT THE GAME
IS UNPER A
CYEBER ATTACK!
YOl HAVE ONE
HOUR 70 PIS-
CONNECT!




IAM
YOUR MASTER AND
you ARE
MY SERVANT,
YOUR LIFE IS
LINKED TO MINE,
DON'T FORGET

E.
=
AWESOME

S
N

ATTENTZION,
PLEASE!! THIS
IS THE GAME




/

WHY
ARE YoU
SMILING

AND WHY
IS THAT

SORRY; MY
LITTLE KAZE,
BUT you CAN
WELL... NOT \ NOT LEAVE
WITHOUT MY THE GAME.
CONSENT,; OF
COURSE.

AN

N

DO YoU SEE THAT
727
IT'S THE DISCONNECT
BUTTON. AND YOoU DON'T
HAVE ONE, BECAUSE
YOU'RE THE SECOND
PLAYER.
IT'S MY GAME,
MY DECISION.




NO, BUT I'M

LOSING ,

POINTS  {
" B

N
S8 11N ‘\i YOU'RE NOT REALLY
' ' HURT IN REALITY




SH¥*! IT'S
HAPPENING
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T HAVE FOUND
IT!IT'LL BE
ABLE TO GET MY
BONUSES FROM

J| MY SUBSCRIBERS!




IT'S FINE!
WE'VE GOT
TIME.

LISTEN!
IF you
DON'T CARE
ABOUT YOUR
FUTURE;

AND THAT'S NOT
ALL! I SAW YOUR
CONDITION, You
Fl Look sIcK, you
54 DON'T GET ENOUGH
SLEEP, IT'S
DANGEROUS
FOR yoU, you
REALLY NEED
To STOP!

SHUT YOUR
MOUTH JORI!

I'M HERE FOR
THE SAKE OF
. OUR GROUP PRO-
JECT, REMEMBERZ!
w WE ONLY HAVE THREE
WEEKS LEFT! AND
THE EXAMS ARE
COMING UP SOON!
You CAN'T KEEP
l HANGING AROUND

RS
3A

HERE!!




ALL THIS
TIME, Yyou
WERE TAKING
IT EASY IN
YOUR GAME!
DIN AND T

THOUGHT IT FIRST OF
WAS A BUR- ALL, CALM
POWN, REZK!
YOl LTED 7O
usrrs

HE SAW YOUR AVATAR
ONLINE, WHILE YOU'RE
SUPPOSED TO BE ABROAD.
WE WERE VERY CONCERNED
ABoUT you!!!

WELL, NOW

= THAT YOU'VE
3 SEEN ME,
g WHAT DO
< yOU WANT
2!
& \

o~ )
[ [
r/fz



SHE I5 CONNECTED
MY SYNAPBE!
wow! 15

IT REALLY
MEZ I AM
MAGNIFICENT!

THIS FEELING
4 IS GREAT!T
% \ FEEL LIKE I'M
FLOATING.

THESE BLIGS ARE {
SOUR FALT |

?”I’




ACE, YOU'RE
THE BEST!!

ACE! THE
BEST

{ ACE, COME
ON, SMASH IT
| ALL!




A SHELTER*!
GOOop, IT'S
UNOCCUPIED.

‘ //.// FINALLY!!!

*SHELTER: Presents
itself as a small wooden
cabin, it is a neutral
zone, where players
can take refuge, collect
donations from their
subscribers or leave
the game without
losing their progress.
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AND
KNOWING
HIM, IT IS
NOT GOING
TO BE EASY.

YOU'LL THANK
ME AS SOON AS
I MANAGE TO
BRING THIS
»  LTAR BACK

AS yoU WILL
BE THE SECOND
PLAYER* yOU
WILL LAND
RIGHT NEXT TO

ARE You

BEFORE
CONNECTING
TO SYNAPSE,
YOU NEED TO BE
PROPERLY

player to connect to
the main player to help
progressing.




HOW ABOUT
THERE, KAZE,
youz you WILL
YOU'vE CONNECT TO
ALREADY THE GAME.

KAZE, YOU'RE : WELL... T WoULD

THE ONLY ONE HAVE DONE IT BUT.

WHO CAN HELP T WOULD HAVE HAD
HIM BECAUSE TROUBLE CONVINCING

I MIGHT GET REIK TO QUIT THE
LOST WITH

IT'S FINE
DIN, IT'LL DO




YOU'RE

RIGHT, BUT
HONESTLYZ T HE'S GONNA

BE MAD AT
BEEN PLAYING us. you

NON-STOP FOR
TWO WEEKS
ALREADY

KNOW HIM

e

IF HE
KEEPS GOING
LIKE THAT,
HE WILL FALL
SERTIOUSLY ILL.

YES,
THANKS TO
THE TRANS-
MITTER. OK LET'S
CONTACT
HIM...

OH YEAH!
WE CAN DO
THATZ

REIK; CAN
YOU HEAR MEZ
IT'S DIN!
HELLOZ

IT'S NOT
WORKING! THE
TRANSMISSION
IS BLOCKED!




KAZE, DON'T SHAKE

HIM!!! HE IS NOT
SLEEPING, HE'S
CONNECTED TO
HIS GAME, HE'S
SOMEHOW IN A

\ STATE OF

HYPNOSTIS,

WE CAN'T
LET HIM
CONTINUE IN
THIS STATE!
WE HAVE TO
DISCONNECT
HIM FROM
THE GAME!




ITS A
MESS. REIK

DIDN'T
CLEAN UP
BEFORE .
IT's
LEAVING WEIRD, IT
SEEMS LIKE
THERE'S NO

ONE LEFT




REIK'S'BUILDING

NEED TO
BE CAREFLUL.

DUPLICATE
OF HIS
KEYS. HE
HIDES THEM
THERE.




.. AND SINCE
WE KNOW REIK
ISN'T HERE, AN
INTRUDER MUST
BE SQUATTING
IN HIS HOUSE!

BEFORE I CALL gy
THE POLICE. A

2

REIK'S S/l
AVATAR HAS ‘47"
BEEN ACTIVE A4
FOR TWO =

DIN! DIN! WATT!
WHY DO you
THINK IT'S A
BURGLARY

2l

-

i1

SYNAPSE
IS A NEW
GENERATION
CONSOLE
SPECIALIZED
FOR THE
VIRTUAL

UNDERSTAN
BUT I HOPE

IT'S NOTHING
SERIOUS!

IMPOSSIBLE

OF LIKE WHEN
YOU INSTALL
OPTICAL

N\
AN

1

BUT DIN, IS IT
POSSIBLE THAT HE
TOOK HIS GAME

WITH HIMZ

NoZ




BEEN
ONLINE FOR
5 oavs!

DIN! HEY!

DINl—~ - ;\k e
) I
| ¥ %%\\:, HE'S BEEN GoNE FOoR

T\ EXACTLY TWO WEEKS,
THAT'S NOT NORMAL.

TO DO WHAT!!!
REIK IS NOT
AT HOME!!!
WHAT'S THE
MATTER WITH

HE WAS
PROBABLY
BURGLED

WE HAVE
TO GO TO
REIK'S!




HOW IS THAT
POSSIBLEZ

UH...EXCLSE

MEZ CAN YoU

UH SEE HOW LONG

JEAH THIS PLAYER
‘ HAS BEEN
ACTIVEZ




HUM,

SERTIOUSLYZ
NON-PLAYERS
SUBSCRIBE TO
THEIR FAVORITE
PLAYERS AND
WITH THEIR
DONATIONS THE

THIS GAME IS A
HUGE SUCCESS.
THOUSANDS
OF PEOPLE
GATHER IN THE
CITY CENTRE
TO FOLLOW THE
ADVENTURES OF

THE PLAYERS!

HA! HA! HA!
KAZE, ARE
you LIVING
IN A CAVE




THE GOAL IS
TO SURVIVE AT
ALL COSTS IN A
HOSTILE ENVI-
RONMENT.

KAZE, DON'T YOU KNOWZ

' DONATION
IT'S THE NEW VIRTUAL 60 THAT
GAME OF THE MOMENT. HE CAN

ALL PLAYERS FROM
\ ALL OVER THE WORLD

BATTLE ROYALE.

I MADE A

REPAIR HIS

CLOTHES.
COMPETE IN A

THE GAME
Is BUGGY
RIGHTZ

THEY'RE NOT
PLAYING...
I DON'T
 [INDERSTAND
| WHAT THEY'RE
DOING...

V [HIS GAMERLSYEOIEXCTTING®
THAT T FORGET EVERATHINGEWSE

b3

S

(DT, HAD_TO STOP!
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UNIVERSITY CENTRE

s

e
I
- YOU'RE SUBSCRIBE
DEFEN- TO ACE! HE
IS TOO
Tijgﬁ-,i STRONG! 4

ONLY
\' HAVE THREE

? WEEKS

IT IS VERY
SHORT., REIK
MUST...

P

e

N

OUR SCIENCE
PRESENTATION. !

4

\l : LEFT FOR

=

A

-

Ve

THE VOICEMAIL
AGAIN! ALWAYS THAT
DAMN VOICEMATIL




ACE THE ; ) KNOW WHAT
— GAMEIS BUGGY ) TO INVENT.
NO, HE'S A Y PN

TROLL'

ACE WHERE
DO You LIVE"
THERE' S ABUG

TOO STRONG,




l Lol6

At
-} WHAT IS THAT UNBELIEVABLE
THING? [l
! ‘
o=
| AR

com-  \ T [Gangstg
MENTS ARE ! y~|HEIS
SAYING HE YA _

| (" 4
e ACEISTOO || -- (I -

AME-IS Bl

) N ‘\ % “TROLL: Character
V\ aiming at disturbing  § P
i - A the game, a cheater, an :—
THE-COMMENTS ARE RIGHT!SS=—> anti-player st
VX Y 2 LL A ¥ et S € W TFN kN ~

FRIENDPS/

AcE IS5
A 7TROLL

77/

o009

] l 3 IT IS

TRUE THAT
THIS ATTACK

- __—-—— ] GANGSTA

THEY A
BAD

—z
- J
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THE GAME,, | 7T
IS BUGGY ¢ Q,H\‘.‘L ]
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— s T y
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f YOU'RE GONNA PAY
NS T FOR THIS ACE

i
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oo

A% Wyi?
YR
%




YOU'RE A BUNCH
OF IDIOTS
(i
DO You THINK
YOU'RE GOING
TO BEAT ME
1 WITH YOUR NOOB

LEVEL
4

WE MAY BE AT
A LOWER LEVEL
BUT WE ARE 4
AGAINST You!

gooL, PO
JoU WANT TO //
BETZ -




HELLO!
I'M ON
VACATION.
DO NOT
DISTURB ME.
THANK You

obessow

IT'6 KAZE

1"
3 WHEN ARE You
COMING BACKZ
A THE HOLIDAYS
= ARE LONG GONE!
i e CALL ME

|

) ]
A=
e By

/v

1
|
|




BEST STUDENT




ARE 0L/
READY FOR
THE OMLINE
LALNCH OF
THE VIRTUAL
GAMEZ COLINT |




SYNAPSE









